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TO THE EDITOR

Remembering the 1998 ice storm

We ran this photo from the 1998 ice storm in Kingston
in our last issue. A Kingston Whig-Standard photo
in the Queen's Archives, this photo was picked up by
media across Canada at the time. However, we didn't
know who was in the photo. Now, thanks to Kathryn
Derby, Arts'64, Ed'77, we do: it's her son, Michael
Braby, Artsci'91. Michael was snapped on Nelson
Street as he was checking on his tenants in the
storm’s aftermath.
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My spouse, Robert Luke (MA'g7 [English]) and I
had our first date (a whole string of them really)
during the ice storm. A week of cancelled classes
provided plenty of time for long walks and roman-
tic makeshift dinners by candlelight. The ice
storm’s strange, brief respite from “normal” life
gave us the space to imagine a future together.
Twenty years later we look back on that time as
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magical, a bit surreal — and the beginning of a Looking back on the ice storm, I distinctly remem-
lifelong shared adventure. ber two things: shooting a couple of rolls of film to
Sandra Neill, MA'08 (English) document the storm, and looking for some of my
Torontol fellow history grad students in An Clachan when
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when planning a small meeting, reception or dinner.
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